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William (Bill) Harasym The Next Issue

The next issue of the*UCH” will be dated April, 2017.
(1 9 2 4_2 O 1 7) Announcements of eventsin April, 2017, or early May,

2017, aswell asarticlesfor the April, 2017, issue should
be in our office by March 10. Thank you for your con-
sideration.

We're not Interested?

According Prime Minister blame his failure on the easi-
Justin Trudeau, we're not in-  est target — the electorate.
terested in reforming the el ec- That isreally shameful, but
toral system, so he will not it is also typical. When the
keep his promise to change PrimeMinister does not want
from first-past-the-post. something done, he finds a

It is quite possible that we way to not do it.
are not interested in the  After all, he thinks, we
change hewasmost interested  can’t do anything about it un-
in, which seemed to be some til the next election, whichis

form of preferential ballot. years away.
The reason is that we are
not interested in changing to 1
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would be guaranteed to win ISS u e
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The Sixties Scoop

The Europeans came, and
pushed the people off their
land, relocating them to res-
ervations where they were
unable to maintain their tradi-
tional ways of life because the
resources were inadequate.

On thosereserves, the peo-
ple were reduced to poverty
as wards of the state, gov-
erned by the Indian Act.
Those who did not choose to
live in the reserves were re-
duced to poverty by the dis-
crimination they faced in the
search for jobs, in finding a
placetolive, and in accessing
the goods and services avail-
ablein the communitieswhere
they tried to live.

In the earliest days, they
faced some practicesthat can
only be considered genocidal.
In later years, they were sub-
jected to more “enlightened”
practiceswhich, neverthel ess,
had asimilar purpose: to elimi-
nate Canada’'s aboriginal
population.

One path taken to the elimi-
nation of the country’s origi-
nal population wasto remove
the children from their com-
munities and place them into
situations where it would be
possibleto “takethe Indian out
of thechild”.

Twoinitiativesin thisdirec-

tion wereresidential schools
and the“ Sixties Scoop”. Both
programs took children away
from their families and com-
munities to remote locations,
where they would be isolated
fromtheir heritage and forbid-
den to practise whatever they
might know, such astheir na-
tive languages.

The institutions and indi-
vidualswho took the children
did so with a sense of right-
eousnessand, if not pride, then
at least Christian duty. They
were charitably doing God's
work by giving the children
the “benefits of civilization”
and removing them from the
poverty of the reservations.

The harmful effects of the
residential schools, runfor the
most part by Christian institu-
tions, and the terrible condi-
tions often experienced by
children who were subjected
to the philosophy of “spare
the rod and spoil the child”,
have been well documented
and exposed by theinvestiga-
tions of the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission.

The facts of the Sixties
Scoop, based on an agreement
between the governments of
Canada and Ontario, have
been less-well known. That,
however, may soon change, as

a result of a judgement on
February 14 by Justice
Edward Belobaba of the Su-
perior Court.

In 1965, as the residential
schools were being phased
out, the Canada-Ontario Wel-
fare Services Agreement was
concluded between the gov-
ernment of Canada and On-
tario. Under the agreement,
Canada (which had the re-
sponsibility to provide for the
welfare of Native People)
agreed to pay Ontario for the
cost of extending some pro-
vincial welfare programs to
“Indians in the Province”.

Native communities were
assured that they would have
avoiceintheimplementation
of the program, but this ap-
pears not to have happened.
The agreement was in
place for some two decades,
during which thousands of
First Nations children were
removed from their families
and communities and were
placed in non-aboriginal care.
There are believed to be at
least 16,000 survivors of the
process, which often involved
issuing death certificates for
the children to cut away evi-
dence of their roots.

Theremoval of the children
under this program was as
devastating astheresidential
schools experience had been.

Another Ontario
Government Promise?

On February 13, a press
release by Grassy Narrows
Asubpeeschoseewagong
Anishinabek, titled “Grassy
Narrows Chief welcomes
Wynne's clean-up promise
and calls for swift results”
noted that “Grassy Narrows
Chief Simon Fobister is re-
sponding today to anew com-
mitment made on Friday by
premier Wynne to clean the
English-Wabigoon River. The
river has been highly contami-
nated since 1962 when a pa-
per company in Dryden began
dumping 9,000 kg of untreated
mercury waste into the river
— contaminating the fish and
poisoning three generations of
peoplein Grassy Narrows and
two neighbouring First Na-
tions. Until 1970 Grassy Nar-
rows had near full employment
in fishing businesses and fish
are still a central part of
Grassy Narrows' traditional
diet and culture.

“‘Premier Wynne clearly
promised to me that shewould
clean up our river and the
Dryden mill site,” said Chief
Simon Fobister. ‘Premier
Wynne promised me that
Grassy Narrows would lead
the clean-up and that it would
begin as soon as humanly pos-
sible. | welcome this historic
commitment and | am eager
to work to make this promise
a reality so that my people
can enjoy our culture and our

homeland in health again with-
out fear of aninvisible poison.
When our fish are safe to eat,
we will know that this prom-
ise has been kept.’

“Grassy Narrows people
have been calling for aclean-
up of the river for over 40
years, and have been joined
by activists, organizations, sci-
entists, and individuals from
around the world. Their spir-
ited efforts have long been at
the forefront of the growing
movement for indigenous sov-
ereignty, and for environmen-
tal and social justice.

“*Thiscommitment must be
followed by swift action and
results so that my people who
have been thirsting for justice
for 40 years can finally see
improvement in their lives. |
acknowledge our many fam-
ily members who have suf-
fered terribly from mercury,
and our loved ones who have
lost their livesto this prevent-
able tragedy. Our ongoing re-
solve to see this through will
honour their memory.’

“‘1 thank the grassroots
people of Grassy Narrows,
and our supporters who have
been tireless in their work to
gain justice for mercury sur-
vivors at long last. We con-
tinue to call for a dignified
Mercury Home for survivors
in our community, afair mer-
cury compensation system,
top quality health care, and a

permanent Grassy Narrows
environmental health monitor-
ing station.’

“Wynne has now commit-
ted to implementing without
delay aclean-up plan that will
be developed by Grassy Nar-
rows' scientistsand approved
by Grassy Narrows. The com-
mitmentsweremadein aface-
to-face meeting with Chief
Simon Fobister in Toronto on
Friday (February 10 — Ed.).

“World class mercury ex-
perts report that Grassy Nar-
rows’ river remains highly
contaminated with mercury,
but that it can and must be
cleaned up. In May, scientists
stated that the ongoing high
levels of mercury in fish and
sediment in the Wabigoon
River indicate that thereis an
ongoing, but unidentified,
source of mercury to the
river. The experts have rec-
ommended that Ontario find
and stop the ongoing source
of mercury, while speeding up
the natural recovery of the
river by augmenting the proc-
esses that prevent mercury
from entering the food chain.

“Mercury contaminated soil
was recently found behind the
Dryden mill where a former
worker says he buried 50
drums of salt and mercury
haphazardly inashallow pitin
1972.

“Mercury isapotent neuro-
toxin that damages the brain
and nervous system leading to
loss of vision, touch, balance,
and coordination as well as
learning disabilitieswith life-
long impacts.”

The Justice found that the
“loss of aboriginal identity re-
sulted in psychiatric disorders,
substance abuse, unemploy-
ment, violence and numerous
suicides.”

In 2009, a class action suit
wasfiled. In opposing the suit,
successive governments of
Canada argued that, at the
time, policy-makers believed
that adoption of indigenous
children by whitefamiliesim-
proved their chances of es-
caping poverty, getting agood
education and settling into a
productive middle-classlife.

Justice Belobaba said that
the government’s submissions
“missed the point”.

“Theissueis not what was
known in the 1960s about the
harm of trans-racial adoption
or therisk of abusein thefos-
ter home,” according to the
Justice. “The issue is what
was known in the 1960s about
the existential importance to
the First Nations peoples of

MARCH 2017

protecting and preserving their
distinctive cultures and tradi-
tions, including their concept
of the extended family. There
can be no doubt that that was
well understood by Canada at
the time.”

The federal lawyers also
argued the Native communi-
ties would not have had any
better suggestionsfor dealing
with the children, but Justice
Belobaba dismissed that ar-
gument, calling it “odd and in-
sulting”.

If the assertion by Indig-
enous Affairs Minister
Carolyn Bennett that the gov-
ernment would not appeal the
decision is correct, the next
step is to determine the dam-
agesthe government isto pay.
The suit asked for $1.3 billion.

Though this suit involved
Ontario, similar circumstances
existed in other parts of
Canada. Actions have been
started in Manitoba and Brit-
ish Colombia.

Inquiry into Missing
Indigenous Women

In December 2015, weeks
after being elected, the Gov-
ernment of Canadaannounced
that it wouldlaunchaninquiry
into missing and murderedin-
digenouswomen and girls.

Before establishing the in-
quiry, IndigenousAffairsMin-
ister Carolyn Bennett, Justice
Minister Jody Wilson-
Raybould, and then Status of
Women Minister Patty Hajdu
heard from 2100 participants
andreceived 4300 on-linesub-
missions.

By September, 2016, anin-
quiry commission was estab-
lished, with abudget of $35.8
million. Chief Commissioner
isB.C. Judge Marion Buller.

Sincethen, theNational In-
quiry into Missing and Mur-
dered IndigenousWomen and
girls has done preparatory
work: setting up its web site,
contacting families who may
testify, setting up a schedule

of hearings, and hiring health
teamsto support participants.

TheCommission, whichhad
not begunitshearingsasof its
first pressconferenceon Feb-
ruary 7, is expected toissue a
preliminary report in Novem-
ber of this year, with a final
report by theend of 2018. This
standsin sharp contrast to the
sevenyearstaken by the Truth
and Reconciliation Commis-
sion.

Onitsweb site, theinquiry
notes that 16% of all women
murdered in Canada between
1980 and 2012 were indig-
enous, though they were only
4% of the country’s female
population.

The Commission will hear
testimony from men and boys,
but will not investigate into
missing males. [tsmandateis
limited to systemic causes of
violence against indigenous
females.

Trudeau

It appearsthat no placewas
too remote for mistreatment
of local populationsby outsid-
ers. That includes Nunavut in
Canada’'s Arctic.

On February 9, in Igaluit,
PrimeMinister Justin Trudeau
pledged to take steps to ad-
dressthemistreatment, includ-
ingrelocation, suffered by the
Inuit in the 1940s, 1950s and
1960s, during a tuberculosis
epidemic.

Mr. Trudeau and Inuit|ead-
ers signed a declaration com-
mittingto multiplefuturemeet-
ings. Issues to be addressed
includeland-claimshealthis-
sues, housing, infrastructure
and language and culture.

Also participating in the
meetingsin Nunavut wereIn-

In lgaluit

digenous Affairs Minister
CarolynBennett, Health Min-
ister Jane Philpott, and Social
Development Minister Jean-
Yves Duclos.

Indigenous people face
such serious health issues as
high rates of chronic and con-
tagious diseases, and shorter
life spans than other Canadi-
ans. Compared to the general
population, Inuit tuberculosis
infection rates are 50 times
higher.

ThePrimeMinister met with
Nunavut Premier Taptuna, and
made an impromptu visit to a
women’s centre.

In the evening, a commu-
nity gathering at alocal high
school was attended by doz-
ens of people.
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Employment Report

Isit just us, or are govern-
ment-produced statistics be-
coming less informative and
more opague as time goes by?

For example, we recently
consulted the Labour Force
Survey for January, 2017, re-
leased on February 10.

The report said that em-
ployment rose by 48,000 in
January. Not too long ago, that
information would befollowed
by the number of full timejobs
gained or lost and the number
of part-time positions. This
report, however, says only
that full-time employment held
steady (no number). It also
says that there was little
change in part-time job num-
bers. Where, then, was the
48,000 increase?

Perhaps it was in the self-
employed, not mentioned at all
in this report, unlike those of
the past.

What this report did high-
light was the year-over-year
numbers, all of them positive.

One interesting statistic

was that almost 20% of all
employed people were work-
ing part time and numbers
showing the increase com-
pared to a year earlier. Hand
in hand with this was the in-
formation that the number of
hours worked was down,
even though employment was
up.
While it appears that the
report isdesigned to highlight
the positive and downplay the
negative, onething still shines
through: the situation of work-
ing people asagroup, contin-
ues to deteriorate.

Our specific experience
with thismatter isthat onefull-
time worker lost her job, and
was replaced by two part time
workers. Inthis case, employ-
ment doubled and human mis-
ery shot way up.

That’s the kind of stuff the
employment reports are hid-
ing more effectively than pre-
viously, by the simpletrick of
failing to report specific num-
bers of full-time and part-time
jobs, not to mention ignoring
the “ self-employed”.

Itisquite disappointing that
the claims of greater openness
in government, with scientists
and other public employees
given more freedom to speak
with the public, are accompa-
nied by increased spinning
and obfuscation to reduce the
information the public can
easily access.

The Russians Again

As Canada sends its troops
into Latvia to counter “Mos-
cow’s aggression in Europe”,
it will take measuresto coun-
ter the “ campaign of misinfor-
mation which Russiawill un-
leash against the NATO ac-
tivity.

The goal will be to make
sure “that truth prevails’.

Evidence of the need for
vigilanceiswhat happened in
Lithuania: afalsereport by e-
mail from outside the Euro-
pean Union suggesting that
German troops had raped a
teenage girl. Who else could
it be but the Russians?

Honestly, it soundslikefake
news to us.

Campaigning for
Ukraine

As the “UCH” goes to
press and the Canadian mili-
tary mission in Ukraine ap-
proaches its best-before date
(March 31), Canada’sgovern-
ment has given no indication
whether the mission will be
extended. With each passing
day, Ukraine's champions in
this country are becoming
more nervous with concern
that Canada will find some-
thing else to do with its sol-
diers.

The Ukrainian Canadian
Congress has launched an
actual campaign to encourage
its friends and supporters to
put pressure on the govern-
ment.

On February 16, the UCC
posted a “Call to Action”
which noted that:

“Canada’s military training
mission in Ukraine (Operation
UNIFIER) is scheduled to
conclude on March 31, 2017.
Currently 200 Canadian
Armed Forces personnel are
deployed to Ukraine to pro-
vide Ukrainian soldiers with
tactical soldier training. It is
of crucial importance that
Canada continue its commit-
ment to train Ukraine’s mili-
tary and security personnel, at
current or increased levels
of CAF personnel participa-
tion, through 2020.” (Em-
phasis added —Ed.)

That's what the UCC
would like to see: a continu-
ing long-term commitment of
Canadian military assistance.

“The best way to ensure
peace and stability in Ukraine
and the region is to enable
Ukraine's defensive capabil-
ity with a well-trained and
outfitted military.” The UCC
does not want us to stop to
think about how well that has
been working.

How well, however, is
shown by theinformation that,
“At the end of January, Rus-
sian and proxy forces began
massive artillery and Grad
rocket shelling of Ukrainian
positionsand residential areas
of Avdiivka. During the week
of 28 January - 3 February
alone, 17 Ukrainian soldiers
were killed and 96 Ukrainian
soldiers were wounded in ac-
tion on the eastern front.”

Whether one accepts that
“Russian and proxy forces”
launched an offensive, or be-
lieves that Ukraine and its
right-wing terrorist militias
unleashed the latest round of
fighting, clearly Canada’'s
“meaningful military support”
hasnot. AsUkraine’'sarmed
forces and security personnel
continueto defend their coun-
try against Russian aggres-
sion, Canada’'s “meaningful
military support”, which is
“critical” has not “ensure(d)
peace and stability in Ukraine
and the region”.

Instead of seeking some
other, more effective path, the
UCC urges its supporters to
“Please support the UCC'’s
call to advocate for the exten-

sion and enhancement
(Stressadded — Ed.) of Cana-
da’'scommitment to providing
military training and resources
to Ukraine.”

Unfortunately, the Ukrain-
ian government, held hostage
by Right Sector and other ul-
tra-right groups, isin no posi-
tion to reach a diplomatic so-
[ution.

Of course, the UCC is not
the only voicein Canadacall-
ing for this country to dig it-
self deeper into Ukraine.
Canada’ new cold warriors
are all determined to stop
“Russian aggression” on the
battlefields of Ukraine.

For example, the Globe
and Mail has been advocat-
ing that Canadian military per-
sonnel “continue with their
training mission, and ... do even
more by expanding the mis-
son.”

“Inthiscase,” the Globeand
Mail saidin an editoria on Janu-
ary 31, “moreis better.”

If for no other reason than
the high profile of Foreign Af-
fairsMinister ChrystiaFregland,
“whoispartly of Ukrainian her-
itage and very interested in the
region”, the paper appearsto be
confident that the mission in
Ukraine will be continued at
somelevel.

The UCC, at least publicly,
is less confident, fearing that
Justin Trudeau and his Cabinet
will find Latvia, Poland, or even
some place in Africa, more at-
tractive.

Then, when Canada finally
announces extension of the
Ukrainian mission, the UCC will
claim credit for the success of
its campaign.
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A Settlement for

Torture

Their nameswere well pub-
licized over ten years ago
when Abdullah Almulki,
Ahmal El Maati, and Muayyed
Nureddin came back to
Canada after being torturedin
Syriaand, in El Maati’s case,
in Egypt aswell.

Unlike Maher Arar, who
long ago received compensa-
tion from the government of
Canada, these three had their
ordeal studied by a secret ju-
dicial inquiry.

They filed a lawsuit for
$100 million. It was reported
in mid-February that the gov-
ernment, at long last, was go-
ing to settle. Included in the
settlement would be apol ogies,
removal of their names from
no-fly lists, and multimilllion
dollar settlements.

Like Arar, these three men
were arrested when Canadian
authorities shared information
with foreign agencies. Like
Arar, too, their tortures were
prolonged when the RCMP
and other agencies colluded
with the torturers by feeding
them questionsto ask thevic-

Victims

tims.

Mr. Almalki, arrested in
May, 2002, at the Damascus
airport, were held for 22
months.

Mr. El Maati was arrested
in November, 2001, also in
Damascus, and later trans-
ferred to Egypt. His ordeal
lasted over 26 months.

Nureddin was detained in
December, 2003, and was kept
for 33 days.

The lacobucci inquiry pub-
lished its report 8 years ago,
and the torture happened 13
to 15 years ago. Over four
years ago, the United Nations
Committee against Torture
urged Canada to settle.

In opposition, the Liberals
had urged redress and correc-
tion of errors in the records
concerning the men. How-
ever, once in power, the Lib-
eral government, as had the
Conservatives, took the posi-
tion that the identity of CSIS
agents had to be protected.
The court disagreed with ret-
roactive application of a2015
law.

Another Viewpoint

The Russian Congress of
Canada issued the follow-
ing message to Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau, in an
open letter dated February
3, 2017, over the signature
of Igor Babalich, Presi-
dent.

We print it without fur-
ther editing.

The Russian Congress of
Canada expresses its deep
concern about the escalation
of violence in the Donbass
region of eastern Ukraine.
Military actions have been re-
escalated by the Ukrainian
Armed forces beginning in the
last days of January in blatant
violation of the Minsk-2
ceasefire agreement of Feb-
ruary 2015. Ukrainian Armed
forces are shelling the city of
Donetsk and neighboring vil-
lages and towns with heavy
artillery, damaging residential
areas and infrastructure. Six
civilians have been killed and
34 more wounded during the
past week. These are the lat-
est casualties of a civil war
launched by the government
in Kyiv that has lasted nearly
three years, claimed the lives
of over 10,000 people and
forced some two million peo-
pleto leavetheir homelandin
eastern Ukraine.

In the months and weeks
leading to this escalation of
attacks by the Ukrainian
Armed Forces, the Ukrainian
Army hasbeen building up its
military presencein the front-
line zone. Ukrainian political
and military officials have si-
multaneously beefed up their
militaristic rhetoric. Ukrainian

forces have been conducting
what they recently called a
“creeping offensive”, seizing
territory meter by meter inthe
“gray zone” between the rebel
Donetsk People Republic and
Ukraine.

The actions of the Ukrain-
ian political leadership amount
to sabotaging of the Minsk-2
agreement. It provides the
only roadmap for the peace-
ful settlement of the armed
conflict in eastern Ukraine.
The Russian Congress of
Canada calls upon the Cana-
dian Government to live up to
its declaration of supporting
peace in the world and pres-
sure the Ukrainian political
leadership to end its murder-
ous attacks on Donetsk. We
strongly believe that Canada
should engage in a peaceful
resolution of the civil war in
Ukraine by being an honest
broker in relations between
Kyiv and Donetsk.

Canada is an example of a
multicultural country where
respect for other languages
and cultures prevails. Ottawa
should use its close ties with
the current Ukrainian |eader-
ship to educate thisleadership
about the values of
multiculturalism, diversity and
federal political institutions. It
is time to stop the fratricidal
war in Donbass and heed the
will of the peopletherefor dis-
tinct political, social and lin-
guisticrights. We call uponthe
Canadian government to play
a more active role in the
establishment of peace in
Ukraine.
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Be Careful What You
Wish For

ANEDITORIAL by WILFRED SZCZESNY

As thisis written, Donald Trump has been president
for abit over amonth. Many of the people who voted for
him are still happy with his victory in the election, but
others are having some doubts.

Most of the growing unhappiness seems to be arising
from a strange attitude toward Mr. Trump’s campaign
promises. Apparently some of the people who voted for
the President liked the tone of his campaigning, but did
not believe his promises. In fact some people actually
said that before the vote, like the poor Black woman
who did not believe that he would actually do away with
so-called Obamacare.

Thus, we read that farmers who voted for him are
worried about his attack against undocumented work-
ers. Their question is, “Who will gather our crops?”’

Moslems who voted for President Bush had no idea
that 1slamophobia would have such consequences for
them, from preventing their family reunification to lock-
ing them into the country lest they be kept from re-en-
tering the USA. Then, of course, thereis also the free-
dom that racists seem to feel, taking the lead from their
President, to harass, and even attack visible minorities.

How many people who voted for President Trump are
now disappointed, and fearful, because he has created a
Cabinet of the privileged, who in their aggregate are as
homophobic, racist, Islamophobic, chauvinistic, etc., etc.,
etc., as a group can be?

Some voters are disappointed because President Trump
now seems to be in favour of a bigger, stronger NATO,
rather than withdrawing from military engagement around
the world.

There are many other reasons why people who voted
for him are not happy about President Trump.

That may be the least of the President’s problems.
More serious for his survival the conflict between the
President and such institutions as the media, with which
he has established an adversarial relationship. More dan-
gerousfor himyet isthe possibility that the civil service,
the experts whom he has slighted, insulted, and contra-
dicted will undermine hiswork — there is some sugges-
tion that that is already happening.

If he makes enough people unhappy, President Trump
will endanger the re-election efforts of Republicans in
the midterm votes. That could result in his being dumped.
But Spenceisnextinline.
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COMMENTARY

The New Cold War

On January 9, Winnipeg
Free Press, on its opinion
page, carried an opinion piece
by DenysVolkov titled “ Fake
news the latest weapon of a
new kind of war”.

The author was identified
as: Denys Volkov holds a
master’s in public adminis-
tration degree from the uni-
versities of Manitoba and
Winnipeg. He volunteered
as director of communica-
tions for Canada’s Elections
Observation Missions to
Ukraine in 2014. It was not
mentioned that Mr. Volkov is
a committee chairperson
with the ManitobaProvincial
Council of the Ukrainian Ca-
nadian Congress, surely infor-
mation no less relevant.

Mr. Volkov, up to his el-
bows with the UCC, not only
stresses the danger of Rus-
sianinfluenceinthe USA (and
raises fears about Russian
activity in Canada), but also
asserts that “western democ-
racies seem to lack an ad-
equate response.”

Hitting all the high points,
Mr. Volkov takes a swipe at
labour unions (“some of which
arestill sympathetictotheide-
als of Karl Marx”), the Cana-
dian Radio-television and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
for allowing “the state-funded
RT news channel (formerly
known as Russia Today) into
the homes of millions Canadi-
ans’, thethen current Foreign
Affairs Minister Stéphane
Dion (who “has reopened
more channels of communica-
tion with Russiathat had been
closed by the Harper govern-
ment”), and former prime min-
ister Jean Chrétien (who
dared to travel “to Russia on
business after the Ukraine-
Russia conflict began”— who
knows “what kind of advice
Chrétien provided to newly
elected Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau on Ukraine upon his
return”).

In the midst of his attacks
on thoseinstitutions (we have
not mentioned all of them)
which are not adequately right
wing, and innuendo against

Liberal politicians, Mr. Volkov
does not forget to sing the
praises of former Prime Min-
ister Harper who, among
other fine things, “was one of
the strongest supporters of
Ukraine”.

Now that we know where
heiscoming from, we are not
surprised that Mr. Volkov also
takes a swipe at the AUUC
and peace organizations.

“The new propaganda (a
reference to ‘the reality of
fake news being broadcast
legally in Canada’, which Mr.
Volkov would like to shut
down) isvisible in recent fo-
rums at the Ukrainian Labour
Temple in the North End in
Winnipeg and the writings by
Peace Alliance Winnipeg,
which hasbought into the Rus-
sian propagandanarrative that
‘extremists’ cameto power in
Ukrainein 2013.”

Of course, everyone
knows that didn’t happen.

The AUUC responded with
an article by Glenn
Michalchuk, AUUC Winnipeg
Branch President, challenging
the philosophy underlying Mr.
Volkov’s scatter-gun attack.
The “WFP” printed the re-
sponse, sent on January 12, as
a letter to the editor on Janu-
ary 20. The newspaper de-
leted the two sentences which
are indicated in the text be-
low.

“Mr. Volkov’s article’ Fake
News the latest weapon of a
new kind of war’ is reminis-
cent of the Cold War more
than 60 years ago. The be-
ginnings of the Cold War were
accompanied by the fanatical
witch hunts of Senator Joseph
McCarthy when everybody
who did not fall in step with
Cold War ideology was sub-
jected to persecution.

“The present period resem-
blesthe Cold War and it isfit-
ting to describe it as the New
Cold War. ThisNew Cold War
ismanifesting itself inthefight
over Ukraine and other coun-
tries of the former Soviet Un-
ion. Canada, Britain and the
United States have taken the
lead amongst NATO coun-
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tries in deploying troops and
equipment into Eastern Eu-
rope to confront Russia. Our
mainstream media dutifully
beats the drums of war with
reports about the dangers
posed by Russia to “western
democratic values’.

“Mr. Volkov believes the
forums held at the Ukrainian
Labour Temple are a source
of disinformation and fake
news on the Ukraine situation.
In fact our position isthat the
people of Ukraine are caught
between the geopolitical
manoeuvrings of Russia and
the Western powers. Neither
side can guarantee Ukrainians
peace, freedom and security,
as long as they practise the
politics of control and domi-
nation. Those in Kiev who
promised demaocracy through
neoliberalism have failed.
They have split Ukraine along
thelinesof “East” and “West”
and opened space for the
emergence of fascism and
reactionary nationalism as
political forces.

“Mr. Volkov urges confron-
tation. However, Canadians
should be gravely concerned
when our government aligns
itself with aUkrainian govern-
ment that pursues incitement
of Russia as a goal. This ap-
proach will not lead to national
rights, freedom or democracy
for Ukraine. Rather it repre-
sents the fault lines of a new
and potentially catastrophic
confrontation. The danger
reachesfrom Central Europe,
through the former Yugosla-
via, Georgia, Syria, the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia.
Ukraine is but one pressure
point in thisgeopolitical wran-
gling.

“Perhaps Volkov should
consider the role of the main-
stream media as the purvey-

ors of fake news. Fheyreport
I Kraine. i

Canadians should seek out
new sources of information
including those available on
the internet. Even with itsin-
cidence of ‘fake news' it of-
fersmany sources of informa-
tive and balanced journalism.”

AUUC (National)
auuc.ca

Vancouver AUUC

Winnipeg AUUC
http://ult-wpg.ca/

SEE US ON THE WEB!

Edmonton AUUC, Trembita Ensemble
www.ukrainiancentre-edm.ca

Regina AUUC, Poltava Ensemble
http://www.poltava.ca/

Taras Shevchenko Museum:
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum

http://www.auucvancouver.ca/

ADVERTISING

RATES
1 page $600.00
1/2 $350.00

Smaller Ads:
$5.00 per col./cm
(or $12.50 per col./inch)

Plus G.S.T.

We invite readers to
submittheir viewsinlet-
terstotheeditor. Letters
must be signed. Letters
may be edited, but their
sense will not be
changed.
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It was the late Maxim
Rylsky who said “ 1t would be
difficult to name a poet who
had such meaning in the life
of his people as Taras
Shevchenko.” For truly, the
spirit of Shevchenko was all
pervasive, leaving anindelible
imprint in literature, art, mu-
sic, aswell asinthe social and
cultural development of the
Ukrainian people. Born at a
time when his people had al-
ready written glorious pages
in the history of their libera-
tion struggles, and traversed
through centuries in the de-
velopment of Ukrainian cul-
ture, his was the task to syn-
thesize in his writings all the
finest that had been achieved
by the democratic Ukrainian
culture, awaken the self-
awareness of his people, el-
evatetheir material concious-
ness, and to show to his peo-
ple and theworld, with all the
beauty and strength of hislit-
erary resources, the immense
spiritual wealth of his people,
their limitless creative poten-
tial.

“His poetry wasborn as po-
etry of struggle, truth, human-
ism, apoetry of great hopein
the future,” characterized a
great Ukrainian contemporary
writer Oles Honchar. “His
word is simple and necessary
as heaven and earth, bread
and water, it iscaptivating and
nourishes many generations,
speaking about life, love, hate,
native country, peace,” adds
M. Tikhonov, an equally re-
nowned contemporary Rus-
sian poet.

Shevchenko laid the foun-
dation for the modern literary
language of the Ukrainian peo-
ple. It was this language, this
literary heritage, infused with
love of one’s people, love of
all downtrodden humanity and
hate of oppression, that nour-
ished a pleiade of writers and
thinkers, beginning with
Ukrainian classical writers
Kotsiubynsky, Panas Mirny,
Marko Vovchok, Lesya
Ukrainka, Ivan Franko, Vasil
Stefanyk and continuing to
such Soviet Ukrainian writers
as Rylsky, Bazhan, Tychyna,
Malyshko, Sosiura, Voronko,
Pavlychko, Drach and many
others.

But this nourishment, this
captivating spirit and beauty,
served not only the men of
letters. Music, too, was to re-
vitalize and feel theimpact of
the democratic spirit of his
legacy, so deeply rooted in
Ukrainian folk character. He
showed the direction for art-
ists to take: the path of their
people, always maintaining
the closest connection with
them, dipping ever deeper into
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The Shevchenko Heritage in
Ukrainian Music

Taras Shevchenko was born in the month of March, in 1814. Therefore it has be-
come traditional to pay homage to him in that month. On this page, we reprint an
article from one of the earliest issues of The Ukrainian Canadian.— March, 1969.
We also present a chronology from the July/August issue of that magazine

their folklore in which can be
found the people’s soul, find-
ing new forms to express
some of the great wisdom
found therein, as well as the
people’s hopes and aspira-
tions.

The meaning of Shevchen-
ko to hispeople, their lovefor
him, was already evident dur-
ing hislifetime. Hewas hailed
by progressive thinkersin so-
ciety. Chernyshevsky and
Dobrolyubov paid great trib-
ute to the Bard, stating that
with hisadvent, Ukrainian lit-
erature needs favoursfrom no
one; for hereistruly Ukraine's
poet. His people paid him, per-
haps, the highest tribute: his
poetry was accepted by them
and returned in the form of
songs that were extensively
sung throughout his beloved
Ukraine. Among those were
such songs as “Tyazhko,
vazhko v sviti zhyty syroti bez
rodu”, (How difficult to Live
for an Orphan Alone), “ Dumy
Moyi” (Thoughts of Mine),
“Yest na sviti dolya” (In the
World There's Fortune) and
many others. With the pass-
ing of time, more and more
such folk songs were created
to hislyrics, the most famous
one, of course, was his
“Mighty Dnieper”, or “Reve
tastohne, Dnipr shyrokiy.”

Some of his works were
also used by workersin their
political struggles. An exam-
ple of thisis brought to light
by a great Ukrainian musi-
cologist MykolaHrinchenko.
In 1905 the workers of
Kharkiv, during political dem-
onstrations, sang asong to the
tune of the Russian folk song
“Stenka Razin”. The lyrics
were based on Shevchenko's
“Jan Hus". Instead of talking
of the “apostolic throne”
as in Shevchenko, the work-
ers changed it to “a well fed
pig sitson the Russian throne.”
Further, in keeping with
Shevchenko’'s* Jan Hus”, they
speak with confidence that
truth will prevail, freedom will
come and thrones will be no
more.

Recent findings have
shown that composers com-
menced setting music to Shev-
chenko’'s Kobzar as early as
1858, while Shevchenko was
still alive. Documents show
that in 1858 there existed a
“Ukrainian romantic opera
‘Katerina by Shevchenko.”
Unfortunately the music has
not been found. Only mention
of itwasfound in acollection
of librettosissued at the time.

But it was MykolaLysenko
(1842-1912), the founder of
the Ukrainian classical school
of music, that was the first
great interpreter of Shev-

chenko’s Kobzar . From child-
hood young Lysenko studied
Shevchenko’s poetry and
knew it exceptionally well.
This knowledge served as a
never-ending source of inspi-
ration and material for hisfu-
ture works. It is also signifi-
cant that Lysenko’sfirst com-
position was written to the
Bard's “ Testament”, in 1868.
From that time on he kept re-
turning to the Kobzar, creat-
ing over 80 compositions —
ranging from songs and ro-
mances to monumental canta-
tas. Among them are such
outstanding compositions as
“Jan Hus” for male chorus,
“lvan Pidkova’, “Dream”,
“Rejoice, 0 Wilderness”, “To
The Everlasting Memory of
Kotlyarevsky”, “Hamaliya’,
“Haidamaki”, and many oth-
ers. He was most successful
in capturing the character and
spirit of Shevchenkao's poetry.

After Lysenko followed a
host of others — Zaremba,
who wrote 30 songs and ro-
mances, Nischinski, with his
music to Shevchenko’s“ Nazar
Stodolya”, Arkas and his op-
era “Katerina”, Stetsenko
with his numerous romances
and choral selections,
Stepovey, Synytsia, Yavotsky,
Vakhnyani Demutsky,
Vorobkevich, as well as such
Russian composers as
Chaikovsky, Rachmaninov
and Moussorgsky.

A number of compositions
written by Soviet Ukrainian
composer Liudkevich belong
to this period: his cantata
“The Caucasus’, an indict-
ment of tsarism, war and co-
lonial conquest, aswell asthe
cantata“My Testament”, both
written for chorus, soloists
and symphony orchestra.

While these compositions
live on, the greatest number of
musical works based on
Shevchenko’s lyrics, as well
as compositions dedicated to
him, were composed after the
Socialist Revolution. Among
thereasonsfor this, of course,
is the fact that education be-
came available to the widest
masses, to sons and daughters
of workers and peasants,
thereby enabling new talents
to advance and develop as
they had never done before.
New composers were born.
Today the list of Soviet
Ukrainian composers is a
most impressive one, both in
number and in stature:
Revutsky, Liatoshinsky,
Shtoharenko, Verekivsky,
Kozytsky, Dankevich,
Zhukovsky, Nadenenko,
Maiboroda, Svyechnikov,
Meytus, Dremliuha,
Homolyaka, Kos-Anatolsky,

Kolessa, Kereyko, Kolodub
and Skoryk, to name but afew.

Throughout the course of
their creative activity all the
above-mentioned composers,
aswell asothers, turned to the
greatest genius of their peo-
ple, Taras Shevchenko. They
found new meaning in his po-
etry, understood him better
after having experienced the
dawning of the new era in
their socialist society. They
continue receiving “nourish-
ment” to this day, and are as
captivated by his prophetic
and beautiful words as were
his contemporaries.

Over 150 composers have
created closeto 1,000 compo-
sitionsto Shevchenko'slyrics.
They range from simple songs
to great choral and symphonic
canvasses, operas, ballets,
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touching every musical genre
imaginable. This is a great
tribute to the Bard by the
composers of his beloved
Ukraine, and can be multiplied
many more times if we ven-
ture into other sections of the
arts, and into society as a
whole, for the same can be
witnessed there.

Shevchenko will continueto
have an honoured place
among Ukrainians and among
peoples of the Soviet Union as
they march forward in their
guest for new horizons. He
will also have an honoured
place among all people that
are fighting against oppres-
sion, for freedom and human-
ism. They will continueintheir
tributes as hewill continue to
inspire mankind.

— Eugene Dolny

CHRONOLOGY

IMPORTANT DATES
In the Life of Taras Shevchenko

All dates are according to the Julian calendar, which was used in
Russia until 1917. To change from
the Julian to the Gregorian calendar, add twelve days.

1814 February 25.

Taras Shevchenko was
borninthevillage of Morintsi,
Zvenihorod District, in the
province of Kiev.

1816 Spring

The Shevchenko family
moves to the village of
Kirilivka, Zvenihorod District,
which belonged to the land-
owner V.V. Engelhardt.

1822 October

Shevchenko beginsto study
reading and writing under the
tutelage of the church deacon.

1823 August 20

Shevchenko’s mother,
Katerina, dies.

1825 March 21

Shevchenko’s father,
Hrihory, dies.

1826 — 1827

Shevchenko tends sheep

and does farm chores.

1829 Early in the year

Shevchenko becomes the
kozachok (servant boy) of
Pan Engelhardt.

1829 Autumn

The Engelhardt household,
including Shevchenko, moves
to Vilnawith the son of V. V.
Engelhardt, who succeeded
his father upon his death.

1837 February

Shevchenko (with the other
servants) arrives in St.
Petersburg.

1832 — 1837

Shevchenko is apprenticed
to the guildmaster Shiryaev.
He also begins writing verse
during this period.

1835 July

Shevchenko meetsthe Ukr-
ainian artist Ivan Soshenko in
the Summer Gardens.
Soshenko is instrumental in
introducing the young appren-
tice to writers and artists in
Russia’s capital (V. P.
Hrebinka; V. A. Zhukovsky;
and V. J. Hrehorovich.)

1838  April 22

Shevchenko is ransomed

out of serfdom for 2,500 rou-
bles. The money was raised
in a raffle of the portrait of
Zhukovsky by the famous
Russian artist K. P. Bryulov.
As a free man, Shevchenko
begins his studies at the Acad-
emy of Arts.

1840 Spring.

The first collection of
Shevchenko’'s poems is pub-
lished under the title Kobzar.

1841 September

Shevchenko receives a sil-
ver medal for his painting
“Gypsy Fortuneteller”.

1843  April 13.

Shevchenko and Hrebinka
leave St. Petersburg for
Ukraine.

1844 February

Shevchenko returns to St.
Petersburg.

The complete text of
Shevchenko’s major poem,
“Haidamaki” (Rebels), the
socio-satirical “Dream”, and
other poems, are published.
Thefirst seriesof hisetchings
for Pictorial Ukraineare also
published.

1844 — 1847

Shevchenko writes more
poems under the general head-
ing, Three Years.

1845 Mar ch.

Shevchenko graduates
from the Academy of Art and
leaves on his second trip to
Ukraine. He plans to remain
in Ukraine.

During the year he com-
pletes his poems, “Heretic”.
“The Caucasus”, “My
Friendly Epistle’, and “ Testa-
ment”.

1846

Shevchenko participatesin
the meetings of the Kirilo-
Mefody Fraternity — asecret
organi zation of professorsand
students in Kiev. Commis-
sioned by the Archaeol ogical
Commission, he travels

(Continued on Page 8.)
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Regina Celebrates
Malanka 2017

The 19" annual Malanka,
hosted by the Regina Branch
of the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians and sup-
ported by the Poltava Ensem-
ble of Song, Music and Dance
was held on January 14, 2017.
Over 300 guests partook inan
evening of good food, bever-
ages, fine performances and
plenty of dancing. By all
measures, the evening was a
tremendous success that was
enjoyed by all in attendance.

Sasha Lapchuk, as Chair-
person of AUUC Regina
Branch, started the evening
by bringing greetings on be-
half of the ReginaAUUC and

the Poltava Ensemble.

The evening began with the
guests enjoying cocktails and
appetizers (pickled herring,
Kiev garlic cheese and kutya).
This was followed by an in-
credible meal catered by Joe's
European Deli and Catering
with help from the AUUC
varenyky crew, headed by
Gerry Shmyr and Emily Laslo.

All tables were adorned
with helium-filled balloons.

The evening’s activities
were conducted by Masters
of Ceremonies Ken Lozinsky
and Dave Wilson.

The Poltava Ensemble of
Song, Music and Dance, un-

— Story photos: Kris Wanner

' Celebrants b|d on four theme baskets offered in the

Malanka Raffle.
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Over 300 people gathered in Reglna on January 14 to celebrate the Malanka hosted by
AUUC Regina Branch.

der the direction of Dance Di-
rector Lisa Wanner and Or-
chestral Director Vlad
Osatiuk, presented a 45-
minute program.

Also appearing, from the
Poltava School of Ukrainian
Performing Arts, were the
Pre-Poltava and Lileya danc-
ers, under the direction of
Emerry Millette and Daniel
Hebert.

In all, some 80 performers
graced the stage, delighting all
in attendance.

The evening continued with
the distribution of door prizes,
and the Malanka Raffle. Af-
ter purchasing raffle tickets,
one would place the ticket or
ticketsin the box(es) in front

of one’s choice(s) of four
theme baskets — those that
onewould liketo win. Basket
themes were “Happy New
Year”, “Body and Soul”,
“What a Girl Wants”, and
“Toys, Toys, Toys”. Theraf-
flewas extremely popular last
year and proved to be a hit
again thisyear.

Of course, no evening in
Regina would be complete
without a dance, and at this
Malanka it was to the music
of Slow Motion Walter. The
music had young and old on
thedancefloor al night. Later
in the evening, the traditional
kolomeyka brought the crowd
out to participate and to wit-
ness the boundless energy of

the younger (and some more
experienced) dancers as they
showed off their best moves.

The assembly all counted
downto, and then rang in, the
New Year, with colourful hats
and noise makers.

The ReginaAUUC isgrate-
ful to all the volunteers and
sponsors who facilitated an
enjoyableevening, and in par-
ticular the Malanka Commit-
tee: Cindy Greschner, Sasha
and Wanda Lapchuk, Shawn
and Jennifer Swicheniuk,
Zoya Shmyr, Erin Stepenhoff,
Dion Tchorewski, Dave
Wilson, Jennifer Wilson,
Lynne Lapchuk, Renee Boyd
and Noah Evanchuk.

— Sasha Lapchuk

Ukrainian Labour Temple Tours

For about five years now |
have been conducting 1919
General Striketours. | always
start at the Ukrainian Labour
Temple (ULT) in Winnipeg's
famous (some think infamous)
North End. More recently, |
have been doing more exten-
sive tours of the ULT for the
Association of United Ukrain-
ian Canadians (AUUC), the
custodians of the Ukrainian

Labour Temple.

For a number of years, the
tours were conducted by
Myron Shatulsky, Lily and
Brent Stearns, and Nolan
Reilley, who knew a great
deal about the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple from personal
experience and extensive
knowledge of Canadian his-
tory. There is now a team of
presenters, including Glenn

Winnipeg Celebrates
Malan ka 2017

— Photo: James Carey Lauder Photography

The Yunist Dance Ensemble hosted a Malanka celebration
in Winnipeg.

On January 14, the Yunist
Dance Ensemble of AUUC
Winnipeg Branch threw its
annual Malanka Celebration
at the Winnipeg Ukrainian
Labour Temple.

The event featured a local
DJ, a silent auction, door
prizes, a bar and a late night
snack including perogies,

kubasa, pickles and bread.
The Yunist Dancers per-
formed aUkrainian kolomeyka
to welcome the New Year.
The Yunist Dance Ensem-
ble thanks all the volunteers,
and those that attended, for
making it the best Malankaon
record since 2007.
— Justin McGillivray

Michalchuk, Tim Gordienko
and me.

Every time | meet a new
group, | find so many are sur-
prised that the ULT exists.
And at the end of the tours, |
consistently find the partici-
pants leave with not only a
base knowledge of, but a pas-
sion and respect for, the build-
ing and what it stands for.

First, there are so many
people, particularly from Win-
nipeg, who say they did not
know of the ULT or drove by
it often but did not know any-
thing about it. Even young
people who live north of the
CPrailyards admit they knew
nothing of it until their profes-
sor told them about the tour
or they came to a community
event at the ULT. This par-
tially speaksto thelimited pub-
licity donefor the ULT. It also
reflects how little many
Winnipeggers know about
their social and political his-
tory.

Each tour starts with the
basics: when, why and how
the building was constructed.
Considering it is almost 100
yearsold and was built by poor
Ukrainian immigrants for
about $74,000 in 1919 (esti-
mated at $5.2 millionintoday’'s
dollars), thereisimmediate as-
tonishment and appreciation.

When | mention that the
building was the preeminent
educational and cultural facil-
ity for decades, and that every
night there were plays, con-
certs, poetry readings and
dances held here, the tour par-

ticipants start to get excited
about what the ULT contrib-
uted to thelife of the commu-
nity.

As much as possible, | try
to get the visitors to the ULT
to imagine themselves taking
part in these activities or at-
tending any one of the many
weddings, socials or funerals
that took place here. Not only
does that give them a chance
to internalize the meaning and
value of the ULT to the com-
munity but they then start to
link the past to the present.
Young people especially are
ableto bridgethetime gap and
see either the parallelsin their
livestoday or the differences.

After the last group |
toured thismonth, the students
noted they don't have the so-
cia meeting space they would
like, and that social media
does not provide the same
spontaneous and intimate
communication they often
want.

In the discussions during
and after the tour, we will of-
ten discuss other themes like
immigration and the affect on
Canada, what social demo-
crats and communists do for
our community, and how gov-
ernments selectively support
different ethnic groups. | can
always count on someone to
raise the point about why in-
digenous people were ex-
cluded from society before,
but today are creating their
own cultural spacessimilar to
what the ULT provided Ukr-
ainianimmigrants.

Being in thishuge beautiful
building helps make real the
story of Ukrainianimmigrants,

their struggles, and what they
are contributing to Canada.
Standing in the middle of the
building, hearing the echo,
smelling the dust, touching the
building stimulatestheir imagi-
nation. Then when | go into
the history of how the Tem-
ple was built, when | relate
some of the ghost stories or
put names to some of the peo-
pleinvolved, thereisan instant
empathy and, in some cases,
sympathy with those who are
thedriving force of the AUUC
today.

A particular story that gets
solemn attention istheraid on
the ULT in June, 1919. To
learn that the policeraided in
the middle of the night, dam-
aged the printing press that
was getting information out to
the community and the strik-
ers, and arrested the people
printing a newsl etter, they get
adifferent perspective on how
the strike was handled by the
authorities. Participants then
start to think about their ex-
isting perceptions of immi-
grants, activists, strikers and
politicians and many start to
guestion their understanding of
Winnipeg'shistory.

When we leave the ULT, |
hear so many comments
about how participants will
now think of the building, the
people and the purpose of so-
cia organizations. Not only do
they have a new knowledge,
but thereisan emotional con-
nection. That emotional rela-
tionship can then lead to the
motivation to inform and edu-
cate others about their shared

(Continued on Page 7.)
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Revolutions Conference

A conference on revolu-
tions is being planned at the
University of ManitobainWin-
nipeg for September 29to Oc-
tober 1, 2017. The Revolu-
tions Conference is being or-
ganized by the Geopolitical
Economy Research Group, an
institute based at the Univer-
sity. Its Director is Radhika
Desai, a Professor in the De-
partment of Political Studies
at the U of M.

The Winnipeg Council of
the AUUC was approached
to support the Conferenceand
agreed to do so.

Information distributed
about the conference says:

“In the 100th anniversary
year of the Russian Revolu-
tions, which inaugurated the
series of revolutions that
marked and defined the twen-
tieth century, our conference
focuses on the theme of revo-
lutions. We want to speak to

the widespread and widely
varying causes, contexts, con-
ditions and consequences of
modern revolutions.

“There are many types, of
course, but we are primarily
interested in the often-spec-
tacular political, social or
economic eventsthat confront
particular institutional, social
and ideological regimes and
the unfolding consequences
and actions in the days and
years that follow.

“The revolts of colonized,
enslaved and indigenous peo-
ples from Tyrone, Toussaint,
Tupac and Tecumseh, through
the revolutions which defined
the West like the English and
the French to today’s
Bolivarian, Arab Spring, and
colour revolutions, revolutions
have transformed politics,
state structures, economies,
cultures and societies. Revo-
lutions require imagination:

ideologies motivate actors
and, events confound them -
prompting new explanations.

“By some accounts, we are
still living in an age of revolu-
tions; others question their
possibility today.

“Revolutions share a
fraught history with the
broader democratisation of
lifeinthe modern world. They
reshape the structures of co-
lonialism and imperialism, pa-
triarchy and racism. Theorists
from both the left and right—
adistinction, initself, revolu-
tionary in its origins—have
made the promotion of, or re-
action to, revolutionsacentral
part of social and political
thought.

“Attempts to contain or
spread revolutionary ideolo-
gies and forces have played,
and continue to play, pivotal
rolesin geopolitics.

“Within this broad frame-
work weinvite considerations
of past and present revolu-
tions, their causes, characters
and consequences. We will
consider revolutions beyond
those primarily within the po-
litical, social and economic
spheres (Scientific, techno-
logical, artistic etc.) in terms
of their association with wa-
tershed moments in social,
political or economic life.

“Weinvite proposalsfor pa
pers, panels and streams of
panels on any theme related
to revolutionsthus conceived.
(Theinitial deadline for pro-
posals, February 15, 2017,
was changed to March 15,
2017. -Ed)

“Possible themesinclude:

“e Revolutions and
counterrevolutions in com-
parative perspective;

“e Revolutionsin political,
social and economic thought;

“e The political and geopo-
litical economy of revolutions;

“e Theinteraction of revo-
lutions with gender, race and
class

“e Discussions of particu-
lar revolutionary eventsor re-
lated ideologies or people, and

“e Whether revolutions are
possible today.”

As the “UCH” was going
to press, announced keynote
speakers were Julia Buxton of
the Central European Univer-
sity, Centre for Policy Stud-
ies, Ruslan Dzarasov of the
Plekhanov Russian University
of Economics, Department of
Political Economy, Domenico
Losurdo of the Universita
degli Studi di Urbino Carlo Bo,
Departments of Philosophy,
History and Politics, and Gong
Yun of the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences, Depart-
ment of the Development of
Marxism.

Julia Buxton has authored
many books and articles on
contemporary Latin America
and hasfocused, in particular,
on Venezuela under Chavez
and since. She has gone be-
yond ideological rhetoric to
document empirically the hu-
man impact of rapid social
change and gain a deeper ap-
preciation of the popular ex-
perience and understanding of
revolution.

Ruslan Dzarasov has writ-
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ten extensively, in English and
hisnative Russian, on the Rus-
sian Revolution and itslegacy,
political, economic and social,
for contemporary Russia, as
well ason thedistinctive form
of capitalism that has emerged
in post-Communist Russia.

Domenico Losurdo is a
leading critic of right-wing
and counter-revolutionary
theory. His War and Revolu-
tion: Rethinking the 20th
Century outlines the way in
which current trends toward
‘revisionist’ history attribute,
unjustly, contemporary insta-
bility to historical revolution-
ary movements. His Liberal-
ism: A Counter History de-
stroys some of the most en-
during illusions about liberal -
ism and tracesits roots in the
long and complex history of
capitalist domination over
classes and peoples.

Gong Yun researches the
history and construction of the
Communist Party of China,
Chinese modern history, and
thetrend of historical nihilism
in contemporary China. A sig-
nificant part of his body of
writing has been devoted to
the Sinicization of Marxism
and the future of Chinese
communism.

The conference has tre-
mendous potential, and is gar-
nering considerable interest
worldwide.

Communications should be
directed to Radhika Desai at
contact@gergconference.ca
The web site for the confer-
enceis:

www.ger gconference.ca.

ULT Tours

(Continued fom Page 6.)
history and what the ULT and
the AUUC stand for. | think it
is a safe assumption that,
when tour participants find
themselves in discussions
among family, friends and col-
leagues of Winnipeg'shistory,
we will have informed and
sensitized allies.

As the centenary of the
General Strike approaches |
predict we will get more re-
quests for tours of the ULT.

Already we are being included
inlocal history eventssuch as
MayWorks, ‘Festival of La-
bour and the Arts’ and Herit-
age Winnipeg's‘ Doors Open’
being held each May. And as
we lead up to the centenary
there will be more opportuni-
ties to profile the ULT and
build support for its success.
Not only will there be more
peopleinterested in exploring
the building and its history, but
we are going to get crowds
out for the dance, music and
other social events held at the
ULT.

To make the most of these
opportunitieswewill also have
to be prepared and organi zed.
We need to make improve-
mentsto the building. We can
publicize events and the ULT
better. Where and when pos-
sible we should support other
community organizations and
events so we area genuinely
seen as part of the north end
community into the future.

Tours can be arranged at
almost any time by sending an
e-mail to auucwinnipeg
@gmail.com

— Dennis Lewycky

\
[

On February 17, AUUC member Dennis Lewycky conducted a tour of the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple in Winnipeg foa a class from St. Boniface University. A stimulating discussion
in the balcony of the hall followed the tour.

Love and Laughter in Toronto

AUUC Toronto Branch cel-
ebrated its annual Love and
Laughter event on Sunday,
February 12, at the AUUC
Cultural Centre.

While everyone was con-
sumed with which joke they
would share and from which
love song would they sing a
few bars, Mother Nature her-
self had a joke up her sleeve,
dumping about 20 cm. of
snow. This made for precari-
ousdriving conditions... thus
avery small crowd.

Keeping the spirit of cel-
ebration and frivolity goingin

spite of the numbers, the inti-
mate group enjoyed a light
lunch of sandwiches, vegeta-
bles with dip and sweets for
dessert.

While the traditional love
song challenge was put aside
for this year, the beautiful
background music during the
meal created an ongoing at-
mosphere of lightheartedness.

Theluncheon wasfollowed
by the annual joke contest.
The comedians who received
aValentine gift for their prize-
winning jokes were Natalka

(Continued on Page 11.)

— Photo: Jerry Dobrowolsky, George Borusiewich and_ Photoshop

Snow, 20 centimetres of it, kept the numbers down at the
AUUC Toronto Branch Love and Laughter, but the spirit re-

mained high.
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AUUC Celebrations

The Association of United
Ukrainian Canadiansisnow in
thefirst phase of itsthree-year
celebration, as plans have
been launched for the cel-
ebration of the centennial of
the Ukrainian Labour Temple
in Welland

The central feature of that
event will be a concert and
banquet, featuring a Welland
AUUC orchestra augmented
by musicians from Winnipeg
and perhaps other parts of
Canada.

The second phase of the
AUUC celebration, in 2018,
will focus on the 100th anni-
versary of the AUUC, which
started with the decision in
1918 to build the Ukrainian
Labour Temple in Winnipeg.
The Ukrainian Labour Temple
Association, established for
that purpose, found that it had
support across the country,
with many institutionswanting
to provide financial support
and seeking to affiliate with
the ULTA.

CHRONOLOGY

(Continued from Page 5.)
through Kiev, Poltava and
Volyn provinces.

1847 April 5.

Shevchenko is arrested by
the tsarist police as a mem-
ber of the secret Kirilo-
Mefody society.

April 17.

Shevchenko is brought to
St. Petersburg for lengthy po-
liceinterrogation.

Shevchenko is exiled as a
conscript to the special
Orenburg corps, with an or-
der in the tsar’'s handwriting
forbidding him to write and
paint.

June 9.

Shevchenko is brought to
Orenburg. Within days of ar-
rival, heis sent to Orsk For-
tress, where he serves as a
rank-and-file soldier inthefifth
battalion.

1848 July 25.

Asamember of Lieutenant
0. J. Butakov’s expedition,
Shevchenko leaves for the
Aral Sea.

1848 — 1849. Winter.

The Butakov expedition
stays on Kos-Aral Island.
Shevchenko becomes ac-
guainted with the Kazakh peo-
ple, draws and paints and
writes a new cycle of poems.

September.

Shevchenko is transferred
to the Novopetrovsk Fortress
by the Caspian Sea.

1849 November.

Shevchenko returns with
the expedition to Orenburg.
He continues to write poems
in small notebooks which he
hides in his boot-top. (Hence
they became known as “ boot-
top notebooks.”)

1850 April.

Shevchenkoisarrested for
violating the tsar’s personal
order forbidding him to write
and paint.

1853

Shevchenko paints a few
pictures and writes some nov-
elsin the Russian language.

1855 January-March

The new tsar, Alexander |1,
rejects the petition of Count
F. P. Tolstoy, vice-president of
the Academy of Arts, and his
wife, beseeching the freedom
of Shevchenko.

1857 January 17

Shevchenko receives news

that he will be freed.

June 12

Shevchenko beginsto write
hisdiary.

August 2

Released from the army,
Shevchenko leaves Novo-
petrovsk.

September 20

Shevchenko arrives in
Nizhny Novgorod. Stays in
Novgorod awaiting permission
to proceed to St. Petersburg.

Writes a new poem, “Neo-
phytes”.

1858 February

Receivespermissiontolive
in St. Petersburg.

March 10

Arrivesin Moscow.

March 26

Leaves by train for St.
Petersburg.

1859 M ay

Shevchenko receives per-
mission to visit Ukraine.

June 28

Visitshisfamily in Ukraine.

July

Shevchenko is again ar-
rested and compelled to leave
for St. Petersburg.

November 28

Shevchenko receives per-
mission from the censor to
publish acollection of hispo-
ems under the name, Kobzar .

A collection of poems enti-
tled. New Verses of Pushkin
and Shevchenko, publishedin
Liepzig, Germany. Forbidden
publicationin Russia.

1860 January

Shevchenko’'s Kobzar, the
third edition during hislifetime,
is published.

November

Shevchenko receives per-
mission to publish aprimer for
Ukrainian peasants.

1861 January

Shevchenko’s primer is
published.

February 14-15

Writes his last verse.

February 26

Shevchenko dies.

February 28

His body is buried in St.
Petersburg.

May 10.

Shevchenko’s body is dis-
interred and taken to Ukraine,
where it is buried on
ChernechaHill near Kanev by
the Dnieper River.

The ULTA soon becamethe
Ukrainian Labour Farmer-
Temple Association, apower-
ful presence within Canadian
society. In the decades which
followed, the ULFTA and its
successor the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians
had major sociopoalitical and
cultural influence.

A committee has been
formed to work on the cel-
ebration, and some exciting
plans are being undertaken.

The plans will include the
third phase of the celebration,
when the AUUC role in the
Winnipeg Genera strikewill be
commemorated, aswell asthe
many other movements of
which the AUUC has been a

part.
These celebrations will not
bethe only part of what prom-

ises to be a busy AUUC cal-
endar into the future. The
National Committee and the
National Executive Commit-
tee, have been considering
how best to promote the de-
velopment of AUUC per-
forming arts, how to increase
the effectiveness of AUUC
communications (both inter-
nally and with the broader
public), and the ways to
strengthen the community
presence of AUUC Branches.

It is anticipated that the
dance seminars and other ini-
tiativesin the performing arts
which the Branches have been
requesting will soon be on the
agenda, and so will skills-
building projects in other ar-
eas of AUUC life.

To encourage devel opment
in this direction, a Grants
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Committee has been re-estab-
lished, and has been laying the
groundsfor itswork. It is an-
ticipated that the first grants
will be approved before the
end of this year.

New technological capabili-
ties are being established in
the AUUC national office, and
preparations are under way to
modernize the operation of
Kobzar Publishing. This will
include, but not be restricted
to, making the “UCH” avail-
able onlineaswell asin hard
copy.

Following the last AUUC
National Convention, more
attention isbeing given to the
guestion of archives, both in
safeguarding original docu-
ments, photos and other archi-
val materials, andindigitizing
materials for easy access.

We extend best wishes

for a su,cccssfu,L mccting
to all the participants

at the

Annual  General  Meeting
of the Taras H. Shevchenko
Museum and Memorial Park
Foundation

as you 3a,thcr at the
AUUC cCcultural Centre
on March 4.

in Toronto

On the Side of the Road

In November, Israeli film-
maker Lia Tarachansky was
in Winnipeg to present and
discuss her documentary film
On the Side of the Road at
Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity. The screening and discus-
sion were hosted by the CMU
Peace and Conflict Transfor-
mation Studies department.

On the Side of the Road
examines Israelis’ unwilling-
ness to look at the impact of
the 1948 founding of the State
of Israel on the Arabs who
lived there, and who were ex-
pelled as Israel was estab-
lished.

To the Palestinians this
expulsion is known as The
Nakba (The Catastrophe).
Central to the film is the
Nakba law which prohibits
Israelis from discussing the
expulsion.

The screening of the docu-
mentary was sponsored by
Independent Jewish Voices —
Winnipeg, Peace Alliance
Winnipeg, Mennonite Central
Committee Manitoba, United

Jewish Peoples Order, Con-
ference of Manitoba &
Northwest Ontario — The
United Church of Canada, St.
Paul’s United Church —
Morden.

It was also promoted by
AUUC Winnipeg Branchtoits
members.

Lia’'s web site includes the
following information:

Nakba/Denial

“More often, historical de-
nial is less the result of a
planned campaign than a
gradual seepage of knowledge
down some collective black
hole’

— Stanley Cohen
For most in Israel-Pales-
tine, the roots of the conflict
trace back to the 1940s, when
Jews were being slaughtered
across Europe. When many
survivors of the Holocaust
were forced to become Pal-
estine’s reluctant colonisers,
they joined the then-nascent
Zionist movement that sought
to create a national home for
Jews.

After tensions with the
indigenous Palestinians
erupted into civil strifein 1947,
and full-out war in 1948, two
thirds of the natives were
driven out, and never allowed
to return. The Palestinians
call this The Nakba (The Ca-
tastrophe), referring to their
dispossession and dispersal
around the globe to this day.

In Israel, discussion about
the events that transpired is
still a major taboo as Pales-
tinian displacement, their very
reason for struggle against
Israel, israrely mentioned. Its
striking absence from Israeli
textbooks, media, art, and
politics stands in contrast to
the surviving memory of the
victims and perpetrators,
many of whom are still alive
today.

Thiscollectivedenial isthe
subject of the reports below,
and of LiaTarachansky’sfea-
ture documentary On the
Side of the Road (2013), a
Naretiv Productionsfilm.

On the Side of the Road
is available at http://www.
naretivproductions.com.
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Ukrainian Miscellany

Economy Growing?

In its daily briefing from
Ukraine on February 8, the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
reported that, at a meeting of
the Cabinet of Ministers on
that day, Ukraine’s Prime
Minister Volodymyr Groys-
man, had stated that statistics
are showing that Ukraine's
economy is growing, the un-
employment rate is gradually
decreasing and wages areris-
ing.

Mr. Groysman stated, “ To-
day | want to assert: Ukraine's
economy starts to recover.
Thisisan extremely difficult
process.... | want to stressthat
this is only the beginning....
The economic upswing isthe
result of the hard work of mil-
lions of Ukrainians. Thisisa
joint work of all employees
and all the peoplein our coun-
try.”

In its daily briefing from
Ukraine six dayslater, on Feb-
ruary 14, the Ukrainian Cana-
dian Congress cited aBloom-
berg report that agriculture
was the “new ‘locomotive’
powering Ukraine(’s) econ-
omy.”

The Bloomberg report was
based on statements during an
interview by central bank
Deputy Governor Dmytro
Sologub, who said that “The
numbers arereally stunning.’

The article continued by
noting that, “ Agriculture’sas-
cent may only be starting. Ir-
rigation projects could help

boost the grain harvest to 100
million metric tons from 66
million tons, according to
Agriculture Minister Taras
Kutovyi, who hasn’t provided
atimescalefor theincrease.”

The article suggests that
another potential futuredriver
of the agricultural upswing
was cancelling a ban on sell-
ing farmland. Allowing sale of
farmland is a requirement of
the nation’s $17.5 billion bail -
out from the International
Monetary Fund.

The article says that agri-

culture has been key to Ukr-
aine’'s recovery from a two-
year recession. The economy
surging 4.7 percent from a
year earlier in the fourth quar-
ter of 2016, the most since
2011.

The article notes that, “the
government islagging behind
in somereform efforts,” (pre-
sumably on the sale of land)
but cites Tetiana Adamenko,
head of the National Weather
Centre's agriculture depart-
ment to the effect that “fa-
vourablerainfall in thefall and
winter mean there could be
another record harvest this
year "

Increasing Arms Trade

In its daily briefing from
Ukraine on February 13, the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
reported that Canada’'s Am-
bassador to Ukraine had dis-
cussed opportunitiesfor civil-
ian and defence industries
cooperation with Ukraine's
Ukroboronprom.

Roman Waschuk, Canada’'s
Ambassador to Ukraine, re-
portedly met with Roman
Romanov, the Director Gen-
eral of Ukroboronprom, Ukr-
aine's state defence concern,
to discussincreasing coopera-
tion between Canada and
Ukraine.

Ambassador Waschuk
stated, “Ukroboronprom has
accomplished an achieve-
ment, re-arming the Ukrainian

military in ashort time frame,
and has proven itself on the
international arena.”

Director General Romanov
stated, “Considering the suc-
cessful cooperation between
Ukroboronprom and Canadian
companies, we are interested
in increasing cooperation in
both the military-technical and
in civilian spheres with the
Canadian side.”

Ukroboronprom has several
joint projects with Canadian
companies, most significantly
in the aviation sphere.

Lviv-based zik.uareported
that, “In addition to arms sup-
plies, Canadawill take partin
the development of Ukraine
defense (sic) industry.

Ultra-Right Militia in
Ukraine

Usually reportsof ultra-right
forcesin Ukraine arelabelled
aspro-Russian propagandaor
irrelevant details in the fight
against purported Russian ex-
pansionism. Therefore it was
abit of asurprisetolearnthat,
on February 13, The Wash-
ington Post had run an article
titled “Ukraine turns a blind
eyetoultrarightist militia”.

The article was written by
Jack Losh from aplace called
Marinka, Ukraine, and sug-
gests, as it starts, that the au-
thor is riding in a jeep with
threemilitiamen.

The jeep bears the flag of
the Right Sector, one of the
internationalist paramilitary
groups banned from the battle
front. When they reach a
Ukrainian army checkpoint,
instead of being stopped, they
are waved through, “to join
other members of Ukraine's
secret army”.

One of the group says,
“We're Ukrainian partisans.
Politicians are scared that,
once the war ends, we'll re-
turnto Kiev (sic) and turn our
gunsonthem. Andweshould.
We need to.”

The article notes that most
of the “volunteer battalions’
which were “difficult to con-
trol, with some committing
heinous abuses” have been
“incorporated into Ukrainian
state forces.”

That waswell-publicised at
thetime. Lesswell publicized
wastheinformationthat Right
Sector “refuses to submit”.

The article notes that
“Analysts say Right Sector
has .... hundreds of armed
men deployed alongside Ukr-
ainian government troops.”

Furthermore, “‘It's gener-
ally understood ....(t)heir
every step iscoordinated with
Ukraine’'s commanders.””

Mr. Losh saysthat Kyiv ac-
cepts these guerilla units, be-
cause they are highly moti-
vated and low maintenance
(no state pensions). However,
they do exact acost: their “ex-
istence undermines Kiev’'s
(sic) standing within Europe”.

In addition, there is the
threat that they will turn their
guns against the government,
rejecting any compromise
reached in a peace process.
One*“rogue militant” isquoted
as saying, “We need another
revolution,” he says. “Politi-
cians steal and steal. We can-
not trust them. Thisisour land.
We will fight to the end.”

The group’s media officer
says, “We don’t get on with
civilians here. We don’'t have
time for winning hearts and
minds. There'sawar tofight.”
However, the article suggests
that the group will be allowed
to operate, “... admired for
their fierce dedication, ...”

Ukraine

In its daily briefing from
Ukraine on February 16, the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
had a report that the Ukrain-
ian government had, on Feb-
ruary 15, introduced “tempo-
rary emergency measures’ to
deal with a shortage of coal
in the country created by a
blockade of railroad lines by
one of Ukraine's right-wing
militias.

The blockade, which was
several days old by that time,
“caused an artificial shortage
of anthracite coal, being the
material for the production of
one third electricity volumes
in the country” (sic).

The Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine decided that thermal
power plants for which an-
thracite coal isessential would
switch to energy-saving mode.
Output would be increased at
nuclear power stations and
those thermal power plants
that use a different sort of
coal.

The report said that the
“Government will spare no ef-
fort to minimize any negative
consequences for Ukrainian
citizens. Rotating power cuts
in Ukrainian houses are pos-
siblein extreme cases and the

Tolerates Terrorists

Government will inform the
population about that in ad-
vance.”

As for the gang imposing
the blockade, “ The Ukrainian
Government counts on the na-
tional consciousness of theini-
tiators of the so-called *coal
blockade’, on their under-
standing of the consequences
of such actions. As further
blocking of railway networks
poses serious economic and
social threats to Ukraine.”
The effect of the blockade
extended beyond coal; ship-
ments. “...located in the tem-
porarily uncontrolled territo-
ries of Ukraine, (are) steel
companies as well that pay
into the State budget of the
country (@) significant amount
of taxes, being the source of
wages and pensions.”

The government reported
said that the “military aggres-
sion of the Russian Federa-
tion” was no justification for
“creating additional stressful
situations for people....”

Appealing once moreto the
patriotism of the right wing
terrorists, “(T)he Government
that works primarily inthein-
terests of Ukrainian citizens
to ensure their homes (are)

provided with heat and elec-
tricity, once again appeals to
the initiators of the blockade
with the demand to act (sic)
with good sense and think
about the economic and social
consequences of such actions
for Ukraine.”

Another item in the same
briefing, the UCC notes that
the US Embassy in Ukraine
had expressed concern about
the disruption of the coal sup-
ply.

“The relevant parties need
to come together to find a
way forward in the short term
that allows legitimate goods
from Ukrainian companiesto
transparently crossthe Line of
Contact in order to prevent
hardship to the people of
Ukraine on both sides of the
line,” the Embassy reportedly
said.

“Further, we strongly en-
courage the Government of
Ukraine to accelerate much-
needed reforms in the energy
sector to better meet the
needs of the Ukrainian peo-
ple,” the Embassy added.
“Executing aplan to diversify
Ukraine’s coal supply, en-
hance energy efficiency, and

minimize the role of govern-
ment in the energy sector
would reduce opportunities
for corruption and increase
energy security.”

These reports are interest-
ing in several ways, not |least
among them the failure of the
government to stop activities
which are disrupting the Ukr-
ainian economy and, in the
dead of winter, leaving Ukr-
ainians without adequate en-
ergy supplies.

In Canada, under the
Harper government’s Bill C-
51, which has not been re-
pealed this would be a clear
case of terrorism and the au-
thoritieswould be expected to
react strongly.

In Ukraine, this is not the
first such action. A similar
action by extremists happened
some time ago, when terror-
ists cut the power supply to
Crimea, causing hardship to
people whom Ukraine claimed
asitscitizens. That led to an
accel erated building of super-
structure to provide electric-
ity from Russia.

Itisalsointeresting that the
American Embassy does not
counsel decisive action, and
also takes the opportunity to
press for accelerated privati-
zation of the power industry.

Zik.ua, based in Lviv, re-
ported on February 16 that the
blockade started on January
25, when the volunteers and
several Rada lawmakers
(mainly former army volun-
teers) blocked amajor railway
from mainland Ukraine to
Donbas.

According to zik.ua, in a
statement on February 16 is-
sued by the Headquarters for
the Blockade of Occupants
(organization including serving
and ex-army volunteers) de-
clared that the on-going bl ock-
ade of roads and railways
leading to the separatist-occu-
pied territorieswill go on.

“The blockade will be con-
tinued. All thethreatslevelled
against us by the corrupt
power (reference to the gov-
ernment —Ed.) prove that we
are on the right track and en-
courage us to cut the ways of
funding terrorism and occu-
pants,” the statement said.

The HBO appeals to Ukr-
ainians having registered
weaponsto join the campaign.

Ex-CO of “Aidar” battalion
Valentyn Lykholitismentioned
as a participant, as is
“Donbas” battalion CO
Anatoly Vynohrodsky, who
said the “many war volunteers
and servicemen are ready to
jointhe action.”
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Lia Tarachansky
Interview

Lia Tarachansky was born in Kyiv. When Lia was
young, her mother moved her family to Israel, where

Lia grew up as a settler.

Her politicization of the issue of |srael-Palestinian led

her to see a different reality.

While in Winnipeg for the screening of her film On
the Side of the Road, Lia Tarachansky consented to an
interview with the Ukrainian Canadian Herald.

The interview, conducted by “UCH” Editorial Board
member Glenn Michalchuk, is printed below.

Herald: In 2009 the | sraeli
Knesset passed the Nagba
Law and that forms part of
your documentary. Could you
explain what this law means
for Israelis concerned about
peace and human rights?

Lia: So, just to givealittle
bit of background. Israel
doesn’t have aconstitution. It
has a set of basic laws, and
there were two periods of leg-
islation that werereally impor-
tant.

Thefirst onewasduring the
first few years of the state,
when we really defined what
it means for Israel to define
itself as a Jewish state, so
those really important laws
include lawsthat define prop-
erty and lands left behind by
the Palestinian refugees who
fled and were exiled in 1948.

The government essentially
appropriated everything they
left behind and nationalized it,
and transferred it to the Jew-
ish immigrants. The govern-
ment legislated that all those
who fled can not return, there-
by laying the ground for a
Jewish majority in a country
that was obviously dominated
by the indigenous Palestin-
ians.

Another important law it
passed was the law of return,
which said that only Jews can
immigrate to Israel, and only
Jews can become citizens of
Israel.

So, with those four impor-
tant laws, the government re-
ally defined the next 60 to 65
years.

In 2009, the government of
Binyamin Netanyahu rose to
power, and they started the
first major wave of legislation
since that period. And we
have seen what kind of laws
thisgovernment, thiscoalition,
has proposed in its three
incarnations (because, of
course, Netanyahu has been
re-elected three times now, or
four intotal).

They are proposing laws
that are incredibly repressive
and discriminatory, and are
really terrifying. In fact, the
government of Netanyahu has
actually implemented alot of
what Donald Trump has
threatened in hisworst threats
to do; our government has ac-
tually doneit. For example, the
government built a 240 kilo-
metre wall with Egypt in or-
der to prevent the entry of
asylum seekers from Africa,
which were proportionally
very, very small, aimost neg-

ligible numbers. The govern-
ment blew their entry out of
proportion in the press, and
vilified them and scape-goated
them for many of the govern-
ment’s problems, and as are-
sult, built a giant wall which,
of course, was built by Pales-
tinian labourers.

The laws that were passed
to go alongside these repres-
sive moves by the government
include the Nagbalaw, but we
also saw lawsthat allowed for
citizenship revocation, extend-
ing of detention without
charge, cancellation of local
elections (especially in Pales-
tinian municipalities), and the
imposition of government
leaders on Palestinian socie-
ties.

We have seen an onslaught
of loyalty oaths for mayors,
members of parliament, cura-
tors. Now thereis alaw pro-
posal that says that any artist
that wantsto get agrant from
the government, including, of
course, non-Jewish artists,
will have to swear allegiance
to the Zionist state.

Thereisawhole collection
of laws that further amplified
privileges given to veterans
and, more importantly, there
werelawsthat essentially for-
bade certain kinds of protest-
ing, certain kinds of thinking,
certain kinds of activism.

Therewasalaw essentially
banning the expressing of
ideas against Israel as a Jew-
ish and democratic state. So
if you want to expressin pub-
lic, on a public platform, that
you believelsrael should bea
democratic state where al the
citizensare equal, that is now
criminalized. You haveto say
that you endorse Israel as
Jewish state first, and then as
a democracy.

The Nagba Law was a
huge turning point in that on-
slaught of laws, because es-
sentially what the Nagba Law
originally said is that 1948,
whichistheyear in which two
thirds of the Palestinianswere
displaced and Israel was cre-
ated, the events of that really
dramatic year can only be
marked positively and can
only be marked in away that
celebrates Israel’s independ-
ence.

Any expression of mourn-
ing, any expression of com-
memorating the mass dis-
placement of two thirds of the
Pal estinians, was seen, essen-
tially assedition, and the origi-
nal crime associated with that

was three years imprison-
ment.

Thelaw went through three
readingsin Parliament, and the
version of it that finally
passed. So | start my filmwith
the proposal of the law, and
end it with the law passing.

In 2011, when the law fi-
nally passed it was watered
down significantly, but that
wasn’t the point. The version
of the law that passed said
that any institution that getsa
budget from the government
such as a school, a gallery, a
cinema, can not, on the day of
independence, express any
kind of mourning, or elsetheir
budget will be slashed.

So, essentially, despite the
fact that it went from a crimi-
nal offenceto afinancial sanc-
tion, it sent the a chilling ef-
fect across the whole Pales-
tinian populationin Israel. For
the Palestinian solidarity
movement in lsrael, thinking of
1948 as anything but a cel-
ebration of Israeli independ-
ence is a crime, and that re-
ally silenced alot of the com-
memorative events that hap-
pened every year.

Thankfully, as with many
such repressive laws, it actu-
ally backfired. When the gov-
ernment essentially forbade
talking about the Nagba —
1948, it forced the Israeli me-
dia to explain to the popula-
tion what it is no longer al-
lowed to talk about, thus in-
advertently spreading educa-
tion across the country about
the Nagba, to the point where
Nagba has now become a
word in Hebrew. The right
wing has done a phenomenal
job of educating Israelisabout
this taboo, transforming it
from something that most peo-
pleliterally didn’t know about
into something that went
through (I would say) justifi-
cation and rationalization to
acknowledgement, now,
amongst a big chunk of the
population. That is entirely
thanks to this repressive law.

| want to tiethisinto BDS
because the end result of all
of these — maybe not the end
result, but one of thereally im-
portant impacts — of this
wave of legislation was the
attack on supporters of the
boycott, divestment and sanc-
tions movement inside I srael.

Maybe you heard that one
of the main founders of the
BDS movement, Omar
Barghouti, who isacitizen of
Israel and isstudyingin Israel
(he is doing his Phd) essen-
tially had a ban imposed on
himfromtravelling. Therewas
a solidarity campaign abroad
that revealed that, so the gov-
ernment said that he could
travel. But it was made clear
to himthat, if heleft the coun-
try, there was a chance he
would not be allowed to come
back.

So, there has been awhole
onslaught of attacks on boy-
cott, divestment and sanctions
supporters in Israel. There
was a law passed that essen-

— Photo: Dennis Lewycky

While in Winnipeg for a
showing of On the Side of the
Road, Lia Tarachansky was
inmterviewed by the “UCH”.

tially said that any organiza-
tion that endorses BDS will
be put on a blacklist. The
final version of the law
criminalizes support for BDS;
itisnolonger legal to endorse
BDSin Israel.

There are three ministries
in Israel that were charged
with collecting intelligence on
anyone who endorses the boy-
cott in any way. Those minis-
tries coordinate with the
intelligence agencies in the
Mossad (National Intelligence
Agency), Shabak (Israeli Se-
curity Agency) and the army,
as well as with foreign gov-
ernments, in order to collect
information on foreign activ-
ists that endorse BDS.

The strategy is essentially
to get other countries to
criminalize BDS. We haveal-
ready seen moves in that di-
rection in Canada.

Alongside that, there has
been a big impact of govern-
ment officials presenting BDS
asaform of terrorism. So, the
Minister of Justice said that
BDS is the new face of ter-
rorism. The Minister of Trans-
port said that the way the gov-
ernment should deal withBDS
supporters is through civil
eliminations, which isHebrew
army jargon for assassination.
Thus, we have high ranking
officialsinthe government in-
citing for the killing and im-
prisonment of protesters who
are calling for international,
nonviolent support for Pales-
tinian basic human rights.

The Minister of the Interior
advocated stripping us of our
citizenship, and the Prime
Minister said that BDS is the
new existential threat against
the state of Israel.

There has been hysteria
within Israel inresponseto the
boycott, divestment and sanc-
tions movement in Israel. |
think that is becauseit finally
started to have an impact on
the Israeli economy and on the
Israeli consciousness.

The BDS movement forces
Israelis to tie the kind of re-
gimeit has set up for the Pal-
estinians with the apartheid
regime of South Africa, and
that isavery, very uncomfort-
able mirror in which most Is-
raelis don’t want to look. So,
of course, it has led to indig-
nation and the kind of re-
sponse anot particularly intel-
ligent government can be ex-
pected to have, whichistotry
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and hit it with a hammer.

Personally, as an Israeli, |
think it is important that we
continue to endorse and sup-
port the boycott, divestment
and sanctions movement. It is
the most effective thing we
can do, and the most nonvio-
lent movement we can sup-
port.

| have seen, over the last
15 years, a mass exodus of
critical Israelis, and left-wing
Israelis, whose activism has
been crushed by the govern-
ment through repression, the
failed peace process, and a
whole collection of processes
happening at the same time.

With the exodus of the left
in Israel, there has been an
immigration of religious fun-
damentalists and Zionistsinto
Israel. That has really
changed the demographics.

We are not strong enough,
we are not numerous enough,
we are not succeeding in
causing that kind of change
from the inside. Our voices
are being snuffed out.

If that change is going to
come, it is not going to come
from the government. We
have seen the acquiescence of
every powerful government
on earth with the state of Is-
rael and its policies. Change
is going to come from the
grass roots.

| have been very lucky with
this film to have the chance
to travel through 15 countries
and tour through all these
places, and have seen power-
ful, wonderful and organized
movements everywhere |
have gone. It is clear to me
that BDS is the future of ac-
tivism on | srael-Pal estine, and
itisclear to methat it has had
an impact.

Herald: Here in Canada,
for ordinary Canadians who
want to support BDS, the
chargethat islevelled against
them is that they are being
anti-Semitic, that somehow
BDS is an anti-Semitic cam-
paign or acampaign rooted in
anti-Semitic feelings. What is
your response to that?

Lia: I think that Israel-Pal-
estineisvery similar in many
ways to conflicts that are
rooted in colonialism also in
Canada, conflicts that are
rooted in apartheid asin South
Africa, and conflicts that are
caused by ethnocratic re-
gimes such as Indonesia and
Malaysia. But it is aso quite
different, and | think itisquite
different because it was so
quick, and so intense, and such
a poignant example of a state
being created out of trauma.

| think that trauma has im-
pacted us collectively as Jews
and aslsraelis, and | think that
it has really exceptionalized
Israel, and of course Israel
also self-exceptionalizes.

In the 1980s there was a
very clear strategic decision
to start utilizing the Holocaust
asaZionizationtool inthels-
raeli education system and
abroad. Until the 1980s the

(Continued on Page 12.)
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JOIN US!

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. Todiscover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE

National Executive Committee AUUC

595 Pritchard Avenue

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4

Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail @auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

805 East Pender Street

Vancouver BC VG6A 1V9

Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver @tel us.net

Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH

UkrainianCultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
CalgaayAB T3EORS8

Phone: (403) 246-1231

E-mail: Calgary hopak @shaw.ca

EDMONTON BRANCH

UkrainianCentre
11018-97 Street
EdmontonAB T5H2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037
E-mail:auucedm@tel us.net

Fax: (780) 424-2013

VEGREVILLEBRANCH

c/oLil Humeniuk

Box 481

VegrevilleAB T9C 1R6
Phone: (780) 632-3021

REGINA BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

1809 Toronto Street

ReginaSK $AP1M7

Phone: (306) 522-1188 Website: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple

591 Pritchard Avenue

WinnipegMB R2W2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269  Fax: 589-3404

OTTAWA BRANCH

c/o Robert Seychuk

24 Attwood Crescent
OttawaON KZ2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH

AUUC Cultural Centre

1604 Bloor Street West

TorontoON MG6P1A7

Phone: 416-588-1639 Fax: 416-588-9180
auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple
342 Ontario Road
WellandON L3B5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

Who, What, When, Where

Moose Jaw — The Poltava Ensemble of Ukrainian
Somg, Music and Dance of Regina will appear at the M ae
Wilson Theatre of the Moose Jaw Cultural Centre, 217
Main Sreet North at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, M ar ch 4. Tickets
are $25.00, plus taxes and charges at the Moose Jaw
Cultrural Centre Box Office.

* * *

Winnipeg — Winnipeg Council of the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadiansinvitesyou to Starting Over,
an event in the Ukrainian Labour Temple Speaker Series, in
celebration of International Women’s Week. Starting at 2: 00
p.m. on Sunday, March 12, at the Ukrainian Labour Tem-
ple, 591 Pritchard Avenue, the program will include speakers
Althea Guiboche (an indigenous activist), Maryam Razzaq
(Muslim activist), and Nancy Kardash (on the role of the
AUUC inthewomen’ sand peace movements), and Sar asvati
Productionsand Monologues[Aabamii (Rise Up) by Madi-
son Thoomas, Diaspora by Angie St. Mars and Alka Kumar
and You say Tomato, | Say...Fine by Angie St. Mars]. A
guestions and answer s session with speakers and perform-
ers will follow. Admission by donation ($10.00 suggested).
Assisted by the Province of Manitoba Ethnocultural Commu-
nity Support Program.

* * *

Toronto — The exhibition “ Spritiual World of
Myroslava Boikiv”, with woven rugs, straw icons and wa-
tercolours, which opened on February 24 at the Shevchenko
Museum, 1614 Bloor Street West, continues until March 5.
Museum hoursare 10:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday to Wednes-
day and Friday, and noonto 7:00 p.m. on Thursday. Admission
is free; donations welcome.

* * *

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

emergency services He
gasped to the operator: “My
friend is dead! What can |

JoKeTiMe

do?”

A couple of hunters were
in the woods when one of
them fell to the ground. He
didn’t seem to be breathing,
his eyes were rolled back in
his head.

The other guy whipped out
his cell phone and called the

The operator, in a calm
soothing voice said: “ Just take
it easy. | can help. First, let's
make sure he's dead.”

There was a silence, then
ashot. The guy’s voice came
back on the line. He said:
“OK, now what?’

Sustaining Fund

Donations

Mary Semanowich/Kathy Schubert,

Winnipeg MB

In memory of William and Marie Harasym $100.00
AUUC Regina Branch, Regina SK ............ccc...... 70.00
Carmen Ostermen, Winnipeg MB .........cccccocvenee. 50.00

Mary Akerley, Calgary AB

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE CONTRIBU-
TIONSAND THANK THE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROS-
ITY.IFYOUR DONATION HAS NOT APPEARED ON THE
PAGES OF THE “UCH”, WATCH FOR IT IN FUTURE
ISSUES.

IVAN FRANKO
MUSEUM

200 McGregor Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 5L6

»ﬁf@%ﬁ (204) 589-4397

Free Admission by appointment only
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Love and
Laughter

(Continued from Page 7.)
Mochoruk, George Borusie-
wich and Connie Prince.

The laughter did not end
there. The audience was
treated to a short video of Mr.
Bean at the Dentist, followed
by the clip of Adam Timoon's
iconic rendition of “Little Red
Riding Hood”.

WEell, thisfine group had the
last laugh in spite of Mother
Nature's efforts. For, when
you celebrate the people who
have been ableto attend, how-
ever few they are, agood time
can still be had by all.

Happy
Birthday,

Friends!

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens' Club
wishes ahappy birthday to the
celebrants of March:

Lucy Antoniw
Clarence Capowski

May you have good health,
happiness and adaily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Toronto Senior Citi-
zens Club extends best birth-
day wishes to March cele-
brant:

Alexandra TomaszewskKi

May good health and hap-
piness be yoursin the coming
year!

The Vancouver Seniors
Club wishesthe best of health
and happiness in the coming
year to March celebrant:

Margaret Hallstrom

May you have good health,
happiness and adaily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Welland Shevchenko
Senior s extend a happy birth-
day wishto March celebrants:

Margaret Card
Bill Lukan

Join the

AUUC —
1t’s Fun!
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Lia Tarachansky

(Continued from Page 10.)
Holocaust was something
quiteindividual and quite pri-
vate, as well as collective. It
was not something that you
were really drilled on in
school. After the strategic de-
cision in the government, the
government has started to use
the Holocaust in order to jus-
tify everything that was hap-
pening. The schools have
started to use the Holocaust
as an explanation for why the
occupation must continue, and
the foreign ministry and the
ministry of propaganda, or
Hasbara as we call it in He-
brew, has used the Holocaust
in order to silence criticism of
Israel.

(Hasbara is a form of
propaganda aimed at an inter-
national audience, primarily,
but not exclusively, in western
countries. It ismeant to influ-
ence the conversation in a
way that positively portrays
Israeli political moves and
policies, including actions un-
dertaken by lIsrael in the
past.— Wikipedia, Nov. 13,
2011)

| think that is shameful and
I think it isdisgraceful. | think
it undermines memory and the
impact of the Holocaust. To
those people who are afraid
that speaking up for equality
and justice for everyone who
lives between theriver and the
seaq, for those who are afraid
of being shamed for it, | hope
that you will find your voice
and that youwon't allow these
tactics to silence you.

There is nothing anti-Se-
mitic about criticizing the
government’s policies. Anti-
Semitism is aform of racism
against a people not against a
government. That is a clear
distinction that needs to be
made, and | think that when
you are fighting against a re-
gime that is as powerful as
Americanimperialism, and its
manifestation in Israel, it
makes sense that that regime
would use every tactic possi-
blein order to silence dissent.
I hope that people who want
to speak up do speak up, de-
spite these tactics.

Herald: At the talk you
gave at the Canadian
Mennonite University after
the screening of your film, you
spoke about speaking across
conflicts, and in particular

across what you described as
this self-constructed wall that
the Zionists have constructed
to defend their world outlook.
Could you elaborate on that?

Lia: | think collective de-
nial is something that really
takes up alot of my thinking
because, when | came to
Canada and | saw the wide-
spread and incredibly en-
trenched denial amongst white
Canadians towards what was
happening, and what is being
doneto indigenous communi-
ties by the government and by
corporate forces, | started to
realize that thislooksfamiliar
to me, this sounds familiar to
me.

| was not yet politicized on
| srael-Palestine yet, but when
| first started to get politicized
it was around indigenous
rights on campus.

It was very clear to me, as
a Jewish person, that | must
stand on the rights of the op-
pressed, of theindigenous. At
the time, in Guelph, not far
from where | went to school,
there was an indigenous land
occupation at Six Nationsthat
lasted an impressive amount
of time. We organized alot of
solidarity with that.

The more | started to hear
indigenous voices, themore|
started to understand coloni-
alism. After a while, some-
thing clicked and | realized
that Israel is acolonial state.
It wasfirst an emotional con-
nection, and then an intellec-
tual one, and connecting be-
tween those two strugglesled
me to understand | srael much
better, and to understand col -
|ective denial much better, and
— File photos: Wilfred Schubert

Editorial Board member

Glenn Michalchuk inter-
viewed Lia Tarachansky.

Welcome to the only
Taras Shevchenko Museum in the Americas!

Open Monday to Friday
10:00 am to 4:00 pm

3anpoutyemo 0o Eounozo na AmepukancobKomy
Konmunenmi Myszerwo Tapaca Illeeuenxal

Weekends and Holidays by Appointment

Free Admission — Donation Appreciated

3asimatime oo nac 3a adpecoio:
Taras Shevchenko Museum
1614 Bloor Street West » Toronto,
ON M6P 1A7 * Phone: 416-534-8662
Abo eidsidaiime nawi 6eb-cmopinku Ha
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum

While in Winnipeg for thsreening of her film On the Side of the RBad, Lia Tarach
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ansky

visited the Ukrainian Labour Temple. The Festival Choir of the AUUC Winnipeg Branch was
holding its regular Friday afternoon practice at the time of her visit. The choir performed
several songs for her, which she thoroughly enjoyed.

how it is that an entire popu-
lation can be blind to some-
thing that isright in front of it.

| started to read the South
African sociologist and crimi-
nologist Stanley Cohen, who
wrote the first really funda-
mental piece about collective
denial.

His book Sates of Denial:
Knowing about Atrocities
and Suffering was published
in 2001. In the book, he es-
sentially doesthis cross-plat-
form, cross-study analysis of
the psychology of denial, the
sociology of denial, the crimi-
nology of denial, and the poli-
tics of denial, and how it
works on popul ations because,
of course, he was disturbed
by the same things | am dis-
turbed by.

He was a white South Af-
rican, born during apartheid.
He became conscious of the
oppression of the Blacks and
could not wrap his mind
around how it is that every-
one around him could not see
what he was seeing. He
asked how is that people can
look at the same thing and see
totally different things. He de-
fines denial as exactly that
state of knowing and not
knowing at the same time, or
better yet, knowing what you
don’t want to know, what is
threatening. He essentially
asked what we do to that
knowledge, and what that
knowledge does to us. | think
that is really a central ques-
tion.

| put aclip of theinterview
| did with him shortly before
he died at the beginning of my
film, specifically because |
wanted to make the point that
for Israelis to admit that we
are not a people in a conflict,
that we are the powerful, we
are the oppressor, we are the
perpetrator of these atrocities,
undermines the entire narra-
tive that we tell ourselves.

Everything the Israeli gov-
ernment and economy are
based on today isthat mythol-
ogy, that narrative staying in
place, that status quo remain-
ing in place. That knowledge
forces usto question the fun-
damental structure of our en-

At the Ukraiian Labour Temple, Nancy
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e

ardash (left) pre-

sented Lia Tarachansky with a copy of the Festival Choir’s

CD.

tire state. Is it legitimate for
Israel to be astate for the ben-
efit of the Jewish people, and
the Jewish people only, at the
expense of half the population
which is segmented and seg-
regated into these pockets of
rights and lands divided by
walls and surrounded by
checkpoints? Is that a legiti-
mate thing?

Because it is such a mas-
sive rethinking project, most
Israelisguard their denial with
the viciousness of a mother
protecting her children. They
know that, once you start to
unravel those slogans into
somekind of intelligent whole,
they don’'t make sense any
more.

| think the same thing is
true in Canadain some ways,
although the truth and recon-
ciliation commission hasreally
changed the game in terms of
what is legitimate to talk
about. | think that is wonder-
ful. Even though it is an im-
perfect process, it is an in-
credible process that | feel
very privileged to witness.

| hope that some day we
will have a similar project in
| srael-Pal estine that will make
it legitimate to address the
darkest corners of our history
and our presence.

What | realized as a jour-
nalist is that the processes of
transformation for me, and for
everyone | was meeting, were
processes that were primarily

emotional, primarily psycho-
logical, and only then intellec-
tual. As | realized that, as |
internalized that understand-
ing, it completely changed the
way | speak across conflict,
the way | speak to the people
who fundamentally disagree
with me.

In the beginning | ad-
dressed it as a set of knowl-
edge; | now addressit as a set
of meaning, and in order to
convey meaning you have to
find common ground. There-
fore, | have restructured my
own thinking about those who
disagree with me, and my fam-
ily, and everyone around me
because, of course, there are
few of usin Israel who think
as| do.

We are in a population that
largely disagreeswith us. For
our own psychological sur-
vival we must be very attuned
to their needs and to their de-
nials, and be able to commu-
nicate with them in helpful and
non-traumatic ways, just for
our own piece of mind.

That really hasled meon a
path of trying to change the
way | communicate on | srael-
Palestine, and that is what |
mean by speaking across con-
flict.

It's an
excellent time
to renew




